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Introduction

Pakistan signed the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in 1990. The 
Convention guarantees the civic, political, health and cultural rights of the children in its signatory states 
around the world. In this context, following the ratification of the Convention, state parties are required to 
take legislative, administrative and policy measures for the realization of child rights. However, 26 years 
after the ratification of the Convention, Pakistan has made insubstantial progress towards meeting the 
requirements of the UNCRC. A number of factors including administrative and legalistic deadlocks, lack 
of budgetary provisions and an absence of political will have compounded to impede Pakistan's progress 
towards meeting the obligations enshrined in the UNCRC. 

thThe 18  Constitutional Amendment was hailed as a positive development by the Pakistani intelligentsia, 
politicians, and activists. For many child rights activists, the Amendment provided an unprecedented 
opportunity to the provincial governments to formulate their own legislation on child rights which 
overcame the deficiencies of the present laws. Furthermore, it provided additional opportunity to legislate 
to province specific child rights issues. However, five years on, very little progress has been made by the 
provinces to promote and protect child rights. 

In this regard, Society for the Protection of the Rights of the Child (SPARC) and Terres de Hommes 
(TDH) collaborated to undertake a series of situational analyses on the state of children living in different 
circumstances across Pakistan. The three analyses detailed below focus on children of Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs), children of Tharparkar and children working in the Fishing industry. The aim 
of these analyses was to shed light on the living conditions of these children and their families along with 
any government initiatives in place to help support these children. The information used to create this 
report was a mixture of secondary and primary research which involved Focus Group Discussions 
(FGDs), In-Depth Interviews (IDIs) along with gathering pertinent information from reports published by 
various international/national development organizations and from newspaper articles. 
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